
Falcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon FocusFalcon Focus
February 21, 2020February 21, 2020

From the Desk of Mr. Biscan
Dear Falcon Families,

Reading is a skill that informs us, builds our knowledge, and
enriches our lives in many different ways. I read to
professionally grow and understand more about my personal
interests. There are 2 books I'm currently reading that meet the aforementioned reasons.

The �rst book is titled, All Students Must Thrive: Transforming Schools to Combat Toxic
Stressors and Cultivate Critical Wellness. This book is authored by Dr. Tyrone Howard from
UCLA who worked with our staff last September. It's a great resource for educators as we
evolve to help students manage the many social and emotional challenges that face them.
Several of our students encounter traumas that dramatically affect their ability to learn.
Working to holistically assist students can transform the learning environment and build
equitable structures so all students have the opportunity to grow.

The second book is titled, Onward to Victory: The Creation of Modern College Sports. This
book is authored by Murray Sperber, a former professor from Indiana University who I was
fortunate to have as a teacher. This is a great historical text that uses the classic �lm Knute
Rockne, All American as the birth of the myth of the hero-scholar athlete. It goes on to detail
how this �lm prompted radio, newspaper, and, later, TV to cover college sports in an epic
fashion that ultimately made it susceptible to scandals and cheating. Hence, the many
challenges facing college athletics today.

You're probably wondering, "Why is he sharing with us what he's reading?" The answer is that
when I was high school-aged, I was not exactly inspired to read on a regular basis. It took a
real effort for me to work through many of the assigned books. However, as I matured and had
more autonomy in my book selections, I read so much more. I know some of our current
students can relate to that feeling.

Have a great weekend.

We are Falcons. We are Proud. We are North.
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From the Desk of Dr. Pavlini, Assistant Principal of
Support and Enrichment
Important Required Testing Dates - April 2020
Each Spring, our students participate in several tests required by the Illinois State Board of
Education; students are automatically registered for these required tests. We’re asking for
your partnership in making sure your student is at school on these dates. Students who miss
the required state testing will be scheduled to participate in make-up testing. If at all possible
and to avoid loss of class time for make-up testing, we ask that students attend on the
originally scheduled test dates. There is no speci�c preparation students need to do in
advance of the tests.

Scheduled Test Dates by Grade Level
Freshmen - Tuesday, April 14, 2020 - PSAT 8/9
Sophomores - Tuesday, April 14, 2020 - PSAT 10
Juniors, Tuesday, April 14, 2020 - SAT* AND Tues., April 21 - IL Science Assessment
Seniors -Tuesday, April 14, 2020 is a non-attendance day for Seniors.
*The Junior SAT is a college-reportable score which can be used in the college application
process.

From the Desk of Mr. Venckus, Assistant Principal of
Student Services
Legalization of Marijuana
Even though marijuana has been legalized in Illinois for adults 21 years of age and older as of
January 1, 2020, it is still prohibited in all of its forms from possession, use, distribution,
purchase or sale at school and at on or off-campus school functions. The District 200 Board
of Education approved the following policy change to the Prohibited Misconduct sections of
both the CUSD 200 Discipline and Athletic Codes:

Using, possessing, distributing, purchasing, soliciting illegal drugs or controlled substances,
any product containing THC or other cannabis derivatives, including, but not limited to, CBD,
prescription drugs, over-the-counter medications, look-alike drugs and drug paraphernalia.
Students who are under the in�uence are not permitted to attend school or school functions
and are treated as though they had drugs in their possession.

While recreational marijuana may be legal in Illinois for adults 21 and over, please know that
marijuana is not allowed at school or off-campus school functions for anyone. These forms
include, but are not limited to, cigarettes, vaping devices, and products containing
tetrahydrocannabinol (THC) and cannabinol (CBD) such as edibles, baked goods, oils, lotions,
etc. Students who possess, use, distribute, purchase, sell or are under the in�uence of
marijuana or any of its forms will still continue to be disciplined according to the CUSD 200
Board of Education and Wheaton North High School policy on drugs and illegal substances.
All incidents involving marijuana or any of its forms will also be referred to our school
resource o�cer for review.



Optional Support: If students would like extra practice to enhance their scores, there are free
resources available online. Students can link their scores from the PSAT 8/9, PSAT 10 and
SAT to Khan Academy, which provides an online personalized study plan and coordinated
online study materials - all for FREE. This link helps students connect their test scores to
Khan Academy. This link helps students access their previous test scores via the College
Board site. 

For questions regarding the testing requirements or for more speci�c details on the testing
schedules, please contact julie.pavlini@cusd200.org

Blended Learning - What’s that?
As students progress through the course selection process for the upcoming school year, you
might be hearing about our blended learning courses. Blended learning combines the
traditional classroom with an online experience. Aligned with our District 200 curriculum and
essential standards, some variations may occur in assignments, activities, timelines, or
assessments in blended classes. Also, blended learning classes may not meet in the
traditional classroom setting each day of the week. This learning model provides students the
unique opportunity to learn autonomy, �exible scheduling, independence, and time
management with teacher guidance. Blended learning allows teachers to differentiate and
individualize instruction for individuals or groups of students. As students select their courses
for the upcoming year, counselors will help to guide them in determining if the blended
learning model will be a good �t. If you have questions about speci�c blended courses and
their �t for your individual student, please contact your student’s counselor. If you have
questions about our blended course model overall and how we support students in this 21st
century learning model, please contact julie.pavlini@cusd200.org.

Online Summer School Coming to CUSD 200
During Summer 2020, District 200 will be hosting online summer school for both North and
South students. Credit from these courses applies directly to a student’s District 200 high
school transcript. Registration for our summer courses is now open at registration portal.
Questions? Please contact Ian Smith, Director of HS Instruction at ian.smith@cusd200.org or
630-682-2464.

From the EL Department
WN’s English Learner teachers are currently administering the 2020 ACCESS, the state of
Illinois English language pro�ciency assessment. It measures annual growth in four domains:
Listening, Reading, Writing, and Speaking. This year, we are fortunate to include 120 ELs
representing 25 languages in our Falcon community. Thank you to all WN faculty & staff, as
well as EL families, for your support during the ACCESS testing process as our students use
this opportunity to demonstrate improved skills on their path to mastering the English
language!

https://signup.collegeboard.org/official-sat-practice/?SFMC_cid=EM262342-&rid=71303892
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19-B3ir3xgNVWxuZu9O3S62Sxg9vLL3KS/view?usp=sharing
mailto:julie.pavlini@cusd200.org
mailto:julie.pavlini@cusd200.org
https://www.cusd200.org/Page/16514
mailto:ian.smith@cusd200.org


Smile Squad
The Smile Squad is coming to Wheaton North. The Smile Squad
will offer free dental care to students who qualify. Please
contact the Health O�ce at 630-784-7327 or ask your student to
pick up a form in the Health O�ce.

Summer Driver Education
Registration
Summer Driver Education registration began the week of
January 27. Students can pick up the course information sheet
in the Counseling O�ce . Students must have turned 15 years
old prior to the start of the session they are requesting.
Session 1 will run from June 8 - July 2 and Session 2 will run
from July 6 - July 31. The summer program is an accelerated 4-
week experience and students must be able to commit to 3
hours a day (10:30 - 12:30 for classroom and 1 additional
driving hour in one of the scheduled time slots). Registration
forms can be picked up in the Counseling O�ce and are due
with payment by Friday, March 6.

From the Athletic Office
Spring Athletics
Make sure your student is registered to try out for Spring Athletics on ParentVue! No fees are
due until �nal rosters are set, but all students must be registered to tryout for their sport.
Additionally, we will need a current (within 13 mos) physical and signed IHSA form on �le.
Check out the Athletics page for more info!

Summer Camps
Wheaton North's summer camp schedule is on our Athletics page! All registration will be
online and opens on March 1. Wheaton North offers both athletic and activity summer camps
for varied age levels. If you are an incoming Freshman or a current high school player, we
encourage you to attend the camps; many are scheduled before tryouts. If you are a lower
level student, summer camps are a great introduction to new interests. Check back soon for
link to create your account and register!
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Girls and Boys Summer Tennis
Camps
Do you play tennis? Would you like to learn a sport that you
can play for your whole life? The Wheaton North summer
tennis camp runs for four weeks, from June 22 to July 17 and
offers a total of �ve co-ed classes that range from 4th–12th
grade and cover all ability levels. The class schedule is
available at http://www.wnhs.org. Click on Athletics and then
click on Summer Camps to see all of the summer camp
options as well as information about the online registration.
Any questions – email Coach Laird at eric.laird@cusd200.org

From the Counseling Office
Course Selection
Course selection for the 2020-2021 school year is now complete. Students can check their
course requests by logging into StudentVue and clicking on the course requests tab. Classes
with course ID’s ending in an odd number are �rst semester courses, while even numbered
course ID’s indicate a second semester course. Please look through your student’s course
requests with them to make sure all information is correct.

Important Dates
All elective course request changes for the 2020-2021 school year must be submitted by the
February 27 deadline. All level change requests must for the 2020-2021 school year must be
submitted to the counseling o�ce by June 1.

College Search Information
Google has rolled out a College Readiness series that helps students through the college
search process, draft application essays, prepare the FAFSA and organize application
materials. These videos are a great way for families to educate themselves about the
process. Search “College Readiness Series” in Google to �nd out more.

Naviance Update
All Wheaton North students have a Naviance account that allows them to view potential
college matches, search careers, create a resume and sign up for college rep visits at
Wheaton North. Students must now login using the “Login with Clever” option > Login with
Google. Students will be prompted to enter Google login information. See your counselor with
any questions.

Scholarship Information
Seniors should be checking the scholarship bulletin each month to determine their eligibility
for the numerous scholarships detailed each month. There is a new bulletin the �rst week of
every month.

Follow the counseling o�ce on twitter @wncounseling.

http://www.wnhs.org/
mailto:eric.laird@cusd200.org
https://s.smore.com/u/12a86f8a5dec6abdc38c0ef8e7b37018.jpg


Scholarship Opportunities
Monthly Scholarship Bulletin
Every month the Counseling Department provides students and
parents with a list of local scholarships and some national
scholarships through the Scholarship Bulletin. The Scholarship
Bulletin is updated twice monthly. It is available in the
Counseling Center and online at:

wnhs.org → Student Services→ Counseling Department
Student’s personal Naviance account homepage

Local Scholarship Application
The Local Scholarship Application is now available. This is a great opportunity for students to
apply for a number of scholarships by �lling out one application. This year there are 16
scholarships from local community organizations, including the local PTA. To apply students
need to complete the online application and turn in appropriate number of copies to the
Counseling Center. Deadline is Wednesday, February 19, 2020. Application is available at:

wnhs.org → Student Services→ Counseling Department
Student’s personal Naviance account homepage

Planning on Doing Spring Cleaning?

https://www.cusd200.org/domain/134
https://www.cusd200.org/domain/134
https://s.smore.com/u/8d54bdfe6598d4424bf8e6ffb7588534.jpg


We have a donation drop off bin at Wheaton North High School right outside door #16 in the
parking lot between the school and the tennis courts.

We will accept shoes, clothing, gloves, hats, belts, bags, purses, sheets, blankets, drapes and
towels in any condition - old or new, dirty or clean. Even heavily worn, torn, ripped or dirty
items are all accepted at our drop off bin.

Please help us to keep these items out of our land�lls and repurpose these items by donating
them. Thank you for your continued efforts to reduce waste and decrease your carbon
footprint.

From the Wheaton North Band Program
Get into The Swing of Things with the jazz bands of Wheaton North High School. This annual
swing dance keeps WNHS jumping with three hours of jazz and swing music performed by the
musicians of Wheaton North and the upcoming jazz bands of Franklin and Monroe. With a
Great Gatsby theme and a fun vibe, it is perfect night out for students and families, alike.

Radio personality and Wheaton North alumni Herb Lawrence will emcee the night, which also
includes swing dance lessons, a photo booth, a ra�e and an online auction. Light
refreshments are also served.

The Swing of Things will be held on Saturday, March 21, 2020 in The Commons at Wheaton
North High School.

Click here to read more about The Swing of Things, buy tickets and preview the online auction!

The Swing of Thing auction includes:

http://wheatonnorthband.com/2020/02/swing-dance-2020/


The sought-after 2020-2021 Wheaton North Parking Pass
7 reserved graduation tickets for May
A certi�cate for Top Driver’s Gold Program
A 3-month membership to Wheaton Sports Center
An entire semester of tuition at Wheaton Yamaha Music School

**Keep checking the auction site. New items will be added until March 19!

Proceeds from The Swing of Things bene�t the entire curricular and jazz band program at
WNHS.

Prom 2020
This year Prom is April 25. Please access the following link for
ticket sale information.

Prom 2020

From Falcon WiNGS
Falcon WiNGS Scholarships available! Seniors, applications
may be submitted through April 1, 2020. Forms, including
instructions and further information are available in the school
Guidance O�ce or may be downloaded from the Falcon WiNGS
website.

Operation Safe Celebration for Prom 2020: Saturday April 25 @
Main Event, Warrenville 10:30 PM - 2:00 AM. Operation Safe
Celebration is a parent-run 501(c)(3) organization whose sole
intent is to provide a fun, safe option for District 200 Junior
and Senior students after Prom. To keep tickets as affordable
as possible, the committee needs donations: monetary (to
help defray the cost/student) + gift cards (prizes awarded
throughout the evening).

Please �ll out this form and drop off gift cards at the Wheaton
Sport Center (Attn: Dawn Szumski).

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B5Cw4Mn7jwZVaUYxcGFOaVlCN0h1N3lJYlZSc1czZ2Z3R2RJ/view?usp=sharing
https://s.smore.com/u/b03fe51fc16ddc6a63a486bb37e1a21a.jpg
http://www.wnhsboosters.org/assets/2019-2020-wn-falcon-wings-application-(1).pdf
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wNeeZIG9ZIhFPxo_T3TQ_rk1oXYfZ5h_2Qs3Rh7O_U8/edit?usp=sharing
https://s.smore.com/u/eb7422a0df0bf9005b6c0363f52d06c7.png


Dates to Save
Tuesday, February 25 - Band Concert - 7:00 PM - Taylor
Auditorium
Wednesday, February 26 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03
AM
Friday, February 28 - Institute Day - NO SCHOOL
Wednesday, March 4 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 AM
Wednesday, March 11 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 AM
Tuesday, March 17 - Orchestra Farewell Concert - Spain Trip - 7:00 PM - Taylor Auditorium
Wednesday, March 18 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 AM
Thursday, March 19 - Flight Fest Concert - 7:00 PM - Taylor Auditorium
Saturday, March 21 - Swing Dance - 6:00 PM - Commons
Wednesday, March 25 - Falcon Time - Classes start at 8:03 AM
Monday, March 30 - Friday, April 3 - Spring Break - NO SCHOOL

Post Prom Tickets will be on sale for $30/person during
Wednesday lunch periods: March 25, April 8, and April 15. Each
ticket purchased requires the speci�c student's
parent/guardian current phone number. If your guest is not a
student at Wheaton North, a guest form must be completed
prior to purchase, and their parent's phone number is required.
If you are interested in helping, please contact Dawn Szumski.

The Falcon WiNGS are looking for O�cers for next year: Vice
President, Secretary, and Concessions Team. All O�cers
receive annual allocations for their service, to be distributed to
their preferred sport, activity, or club. Interested? Please
contact Tara Schreiner.

Sign up to work at Concessions. WiNGS members and
students earn $$ for the activity/sport of their choice.
Questions to Jennifer Devalk.

Please join us for the next Falcon WiNGS meeting, Tuesday,
March 10 at 7:00 PM in Rooms 802/804, off the Commons.

Join the Falcon WiNGS!

mailto:szumski6@gmail.com
mailto:president@wnfalconwings.org
https://signup.com/group/6169929596906420116
mailto:volunteers@wnfalconwings.org
https://wnhs.ejoinme.org/MyPages/WiNGsMembership20192020/tabid/1065681/Default.aspx
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